
Wrestling with the Sovereignty of God & the Freedom of Relationship 

Romans Chapters 13:8-14 
 

 

• Romans 2:17-29 

• Romans 13:8-10 

 

Section 5 - 13:8-18 – Love Fulfilling the Law (B) 

The real difference between this (B) and the first (B) was that the first section, 12:3-13 

was clearly dealing with the Christian Community 

Here, it appears Paul is being more general in speaking to loving your “neighbor” 

Again, Paul is picking up a familiar theme…how the Torah is fulfilled 

What is Paul saying is a “true Jew” here? 

Those that are light to the world and love 

• Romans 13:8 

“debt” = Paul has twice used this same Greek work as an analogy 

• Romans 1:14 = obligation to spread the Gospel 

• Romans 8:12 = obligation to live by the Spirit 

What does this statement mean, “Loving one another has fulfilled the Torah?” 

It of course does NOT mean this is somehow gaining righteousness before God 

Paul has already established that 

What was the purpose of the Torah? What was Israel’s responsibility? 

It speaks of them being a priestly nation, light to the world 

Unfortunately they proved unfaithful 

Those who are now justified by FAITH apart from works (3:38) are now instructed to 

fulfill what the Torah on its own could not…to love 

People who love their neighbors: 

a) You cannot break the Torah when you are loving properly 

b) Now thru this love light will finally shine 

 

• Romans 13:9-10 

Paul explains in detail what he meant 

How? What are his reasons that is fulfills Torah? 

a) All the commandments are summed up in LOVE 

b) Love does no evil 

And loving your neighbor IS an actual command (Lev. 19:18) 

And Paul didn’t make this up right…Jesus has already said this 

Commands listed – 4 of the last 5 of the 10 commandments 

Leaves out only bearing false witness not sure why 

 

Again, fulfilling Torah does not mean simply good works to earn God’s favor 

It is operating out of a place of debt to God and neighbor 

It is gratitude 

 

Section 6 - 13:11-14 Living in the light of God’s dawning day (A) 

• Romans 13:11-14 



Paul ends this section where he began…talking about the AGE they are in 

And how we should be affected by that timing 

Remember our discussion a couple weeks ago 

The promised new age had arrived…the Kingdom is NOW 

And yet, the “full day” had not yet arrived 

• I Cor. 15:20-28 

• Romans 13:11 

“time” = kairos = a special moment rather than chronological time 

What does this mean, “our salvation”? 

Refers to the final day when God will renew all things in Christ 

Every day it gets closer 

• Romans 13:12-14 

Again, between the ages if you will 

Flesh = means more than just your physical body 

“Lord Jesus Christ”= usually when Paul uses more than one name at a time for Jesus, it is 

the first that gets the emphasis 

Here, his emphasis is on the Sovereignty of Jesus as MASTER & RULER 

Summary: 

1. Know what time it is that we are living 

2. Rejecting darkness and making no provision for the flesh 

3. Put on the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 

Go thru and summarize the 6 sections 

A) 12:1-2 – Intro & Foundation 

 B) 12:3-13 – Church unity thru gifts 

  C) 12:14-21 – Church life facing the outside 

  C) 13:1-7 – Responsibility toward authorities 

 B) 13:8-10 – Overriding responsibility of love 

A) 13:11-14 – Living in the light of God’s dawning day 
 


